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and be protected all season.
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all season. Attention Deer Hunters: Accepting ONLY clean, BONELESS 
deer trim to be made into various SUMMER SAUSAGES, 
SNACK STICKS, JERKY, BRATS and More! Using the 
same Award Winning recipes produced by Swiss Meat 
for the past 50 years! New this year - we will require 
test results if harvested from one of the 29 
CWD counties before trim will be accepted. 

Visit swissmeats.com/deer-sausages 
for complete product list and pricing.

HOURS 
MON-SAT: 8am   - 5pm  

SUN: 11am - 4pm  
thru Dec. 22

2056 S. Hwy 19 
Hermann, MO 65041 

1-800-793-SWISS 
swissmeats.com

New Deer Products!
• Bacon Mozzarella Burgers
• Firehouse Bacon Cheddar Burgers
Great for grilling, with fantastic 
flavor the whole family with love!

           Fall/Winter
    OUTDOOR
  HUNTING GUIDE
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Shoulder Mounts ~ Life Size Mounts 
~ Birds ~ Fish ~ Antler Mounts~ 
Small Animals ~ Antler Repairs

Grellner Taxidermy
Matt Grellner 

Taxidermist
Owensville, MO 65066

Phone: 573-437-7799 ~ Cell: 573-694-2287 ~ E-Mail: matthewjgrellner@yahoo.com

Joe Jerek
Missouri dept. conservation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – With deer 
hunting opening for archery season on Sept. 
15 and firearms portions in the coming 
months, the Missouri Department of Conser-

vation (MDC) wants hunters, landowners, 
and others to know key information about 
chronic wasting disease, or CWD. MDC is 
continuing its efforts this fall and winter to 
limit the spread of CWD in Missouri deer 
by finding new cases and slowing its spread 
to more deer or more areas.

CWD is a deadly, infectious disease in 
white-tailed deer and other members of the 
deer family that eventually kills all animals 
it infects. There is no vaccine or cure. CWD 
is spread from deer to deer and through the 
environment. MDC has found 116 cases of 
CWD in Missouri since 2012 out of more 
than 100,000 deer sampled so the disease 
remains relatively rare in the state. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “CWD in 
Missouri.”

There have been no reported cases of 
CWD infecting people, but the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
strongly recommends having deer tested for 
CWD if harvested in an area known to have 
the disease. The CDC also recommends not 
eating meat from animals that test positive 
for CWD. For more information, visit mdc.
mo.gov/cwd under “Human Health Risks.”

CWD MANAGEMENT ZONE
MDC has a CWD Management Zone of 

counties in or near where CWD has been 
found. The 29 counties of the CWD Man-
agement Zone for this season are: Adair, 

Barry, Cedar, Chariton, Christian, Crawford, 
Franklin, Gasconade, Hickory, Howell, Jef-
ferson, Knox, Linn, Macon, Mercer, Oregon, 
Ozark, Perry, Polk, Putnam, St. Charles, St. 
Clair, St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, Stone, 
Sullivan, Taney, Warren, and Washington. 
Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

VOLUNTARY CWD SAMPLING ALL 
SEASON STATEWIDE

MDC is offering free voluntary CWD 
sampling and testing of deer harvested any-
where in Missouri throughout the entire deer 
hunting season (Sept. 15 through Jan. 15, 
2020) at MDC regional offices during regular 
business hours and through participating 
taxidermists and meat processors within 
the CWD Management Zone. Get locations 
and more information at mdc.mo.gov/cwd 
under “Voluntary Sampling.”

MANDATORY CWD SAMPLING 
NOV. 16 and 17

Hunters who harvest deer in any counties 

Mdc shares cwd info for upcoming deer season
Gasconade County slated for CWD sampling opening weekend of deer season 

county seat motors
deer hunter specials

$11,995
’05 Ford F-350 XLT

SuperCrew, 6.0L Diesel, 4x4, 
Single Rear Wheel, 
P/Windows & Locks

$11,995
’07 Ford F-350 XLT
6.0L Diesel, Single Rear 
Wheels, Long Bed, 4x4, 

Tow Package

$13,995
’10 Ford EXpEdiTion 4X4
Ltd., P/3rd Sear, Rear Entertain-

ment, Leather, Tow Pkg., 
P/Running BoaRds 

$34,995
’18 Ford F-150 LariaT
FX4, Super Crew, 4x4, EcoBoost, 

Leather, P/Windows, Locks & 
Seat, Alloy Wheels. sunRoof

$4,800
’03 Ford rangEr XLT
2WD, 4 Cyl, Alloy Wheels, 
Power Windows & Locks, 

Tonneau CoveR

$11,995
’09 Ford F-150 FX4

4x4, Leather, Power Windows 
& Locks, Super Crew, 

Tow Package

$11,995
’13 Ford EXpLorEr

V6, P/Widows & Locks, Alloy 
Wheels, 3Rd seaT

$9,995
’06 ChEvy 1500 4X4

Crew Cab, Z-71, P/Windows, 
Locks & Seat, Tow Pkg., 

Alloy Wheels

$27,995
’15 ChEvy TahoE LT

4x4, 3rd Seat, rear buckets, 
tow pkg, alloy wheels, rear air

$5,995
’01 Ford F-150 LariaT
Super Crew 4x4, Tow Pkg., 
P/Windows, Locks & Seat

$25,995
’14 ram 1500 LaramiE
Crew Cab, 4x4, P/ Windows, 
Locks & Seat, Tow Package

$9,995
’05 Ford EXCursion
eddie BaueR, 4x4, 6.0L 

Diesel, P/Windows, Locks & 
Seat, Tow Pkg.

$18,995
’16, Ford F-150 XL/XLT
3.5L V6, 2WD, Super Crew, 
Power Windows & Locks

$13,995
’16 ChEvy EquinoX LT

AWD, 4 Cyl, Auto, 
P/Windows and Locks

$10,995
’08 ChEvy 1500 4X4
Crew Cab, Z-71, Power 

Windows & Locks, 
Alloy Wheels

$6,500
’18 hisun 550 uTv 4X4
Side by side, only 41 hours, 

Windshield, Side Door & 
Winch, like new

check out our Full Inventory 
in HD online at www.

countyseatmotorsinc.com
3 (of 100) Great reasons to Buy From 

county seat:
1) selection    2) credit union Financing*    

3) service Protection Plans
facebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnion

1 Hwy. 50 E • Union • (636) 583-2223 620 Hwy. 50 W • Union • (636) 583-6561
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The last time the Missouri Department of Conservation checked deer in Gasconade 
County was 2016 (above). Gasconade County hunters are once again required to take 
their harvested deer (or the head with at least six inches of neck attached) to Hermann 
City Park, Drake MoDOT facility or Owensville Memorial Park on Nov. 16 and 17.

Mud Gear

$7100
Starting at

Hunter’s Special
Don’t 

Forget All 
Your geAr!

6ply ATV Tires

airLoc avenger
Heavy Duty 8 Ply
All Terrain Radials

Starting at

$8600

116 East Peters Avenue,
Owensville, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)
573.437.3123
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Fall Outdoors Clay Chapman Full-Time Taxidermist

  Phone: 573-764-4483   Cell: 573-619-5338

of the CWD Management Zone during the 
opening weekend of the November portion 
of the fall firearms deer season (Nov. 16 and 
17) are required to take their harvested deer 
(or the head with at least six inches of neck 
attached) on the day of harvest to one of 
MDC’s numerous CWD sampling stations 
throughout the zone. 

The sampling stations will be open from 
7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. The sampling stations 
for Gasconade County are: Hermann City 
Park, Drake MoDOT facility and Owensville 
Memorial Park.

Sampling and test results are free. Hunters 
who harvest deer in counties no longer part 
of the zone are not required to participate in 
sampling. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd 
under “Mandatory CWD Sampling,” or from 
MDC’s “2019 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunt-
ing Regulations and Information” booklet, 
available where permits are sold and online 
at huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/sites/default/files/
downloads/2019FDT.pdf.

BEFORE HAVING DEER 
SAMPLED FOR CWD

•	 Field dress and Telecheck deer 
before arrival at a sampling station.

•	 Bring the carcass or just the head 
with at least six inches of the neck 
attached.

•	 Capes may be removed in prepara-
tion for taxidermy before going to a 
sampling station.

•	 The person who harvested the deer 
must be present.

•	 The hunter’s conservation number 
will be required, along with specific 
location of harvest.

•	 If using a paper permit, have it de-
tached from the deer for easy access.

•	 If using the MO Hunting app, have 
permit and Telecheck information 
available.

•	 Position deer in vehicles with heads 

and necks easily accessible.

CWD TEST RESULTS
Get test results for CWD-sampled deer 

online at mdc.mo.gov/CWDTestResults. 
Results are free and will be available within 
four weeks after the sampling date.

CARCASS DISPOSAL
Carcasses or remains of CWD-infected 

deer can expose other deer to the disease. 
Process deer as close as possible to where 
harvested. Place remaining carcass parts 
in trash bags and properly dispose of them 
in the trash or a landfill. If necessary, bury 
or leave remains at the harvest site. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “Carcass 
Disposal.”

New regulations on carcass movement 
and disposal will go into effect in 2020. Learn 
more at mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-has-
new-rules-deer-carcasses-ongoing-fight-
against-cwd.

FEEDING BAN IN CWD 
MANAGEMENT ZONE

Feeding deer or placing minerals for 
deer unnaturally concentrates the animals 
and can help spread CWD. The Wildlife 
Code of Missouri prohibits the placement 
of grain, salt products, minerals, and other 
consumable natural and manufactured prod-
ucts used to attract deer year-round within 
counties of the CWD Management Zone. 
Exceptions are feed placed within 100 
feet of any residence or occupied building, 
feed placed in such a manner to reason-
ably exclude access by deer, and feed and 
minerals present solely as a result of normal 
agricultural or forest management, or crop 
and wildlife food production practices. The 
feeding ban does not apply to food plots or 
other agricultural practices. The feeding ban 
no longer applies to counties removed from 
the CWD Management Zone.

CWD • from page 2B



To n d a  l aw s o n

— — —  — —  D e e r  p r o c e s s i n g  — — — — —

3676 Highway EE (1.5 miles south) •  Owensville
Phone: 573.437.6154   or   636.584.4494 

• Smoked Deer Sausage
• Summer Sausage • Snack Sticks

• Brats • Breakfast Sausage
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302 North First Street, Owensville • 573-437-2240

If you miss this sign…

Look for ours!

Serving the 

area for 

30 years!

Jill Pritchard
Missouri Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – After a wet 
and sweltering summer, most are breathing a 
sigh of relief as temperatures cool down and 
trees begin to change color – a sure sign that 
fall has arrived. The Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDC) encourages people to 
enjoy fall foliage through camping, driving 
tours, hiking, or even canoeing or floating. 
To help, MDC offers weekly online fall color 
updates from agency foresters all over the 
state at mdc.mo.gov/fallcolor.

“Our fall color reports not only show 
users where trees are beginning to turn, but 
even suggests the best places to see changing 
leaves,” said MDC Forestry Field Programs 
Supervisor Russell Hinnah.

Predicting fall color can be difficult, 
especially with the severe weather Missouri 
has experienced this past spring and summer.

“Weather patterns this year have been 
unusual,” explained Hinnah. “We’ve had 
lots of rain and flooding in spring and early 
summer, followed by some parts of the state 
experiencing a dry spell combined with 
warmer temperatures. That combination 

may have stressed some trees, resulting in 
them dropping leaves early.”

Hinnah said chilly nights are key to leaves 
changing color.

“Sugars produced by photosynthesis are 
trapped inside leaves by the chilly autumn 
nights,” he explained. “Those sugars are 
the building blocks for the rich red, yellow, 
orange, and purple pigments. Cool nights 
cause the breakdown of green pigments, 
allowing the fall colors to show through.”

Missouri trees first begin changing color 
in the northern part of the state, then move 
southward across the state. Sassafras, sumac, 
and Virginia creeper are some of the earliest 
to change in mid-September. In late Septem-
ber, black gum, bittersweet, and dogwood 
are turning. The peak of fall color is usually 
around mid-October. 

“Trees such as maples, ashes, oaks, and 
hickories are at the peak of their fall display 
by the middle of October,” noted Hinnah. 
“Normally by the end of the month, colors 
are fading and leaves are falling.”

WHERE’S THE BEST PLACE?
Missouri’s fall color can be viewed and 

enjoyed from almost anywhere. For spec-

tacular vistas, choose routes along rivers with 
views of forested bluffs, and along ridges 
with sweeping scenes of forested landscapes. 

“We encourage the public to visit MDC’s 
conservation areas or Missouri state parks to 
enjoy a scenic drive,” said Hinnah.

Fall color isn’t limited to trees. Prairies 
and roadsides display beautiful shades of 
gold, purple, olive, and auburn with autumn 

wildflowers, shrubs, and grasses. In cities 
and towns, enjoy places with mature trees, 
such as older neighborhoods, parks, and 
even cemeteries.

MDC provides its annual fall color update 
at mdc.mo.gov/fallcolor. The weekly reports 
include what kinds of trees are turning and 
suggestions on the best places to view them. 
The updates run through November.

View autumn foliage with mdc’s fall color forecast

Send Us Your
Game Pictures

Did your child get something this deer or turkey season 
you’re proud of?  Send it to us. We’ll help you show it off!

Email your photo to: wardpub@fidnet.com 
or bring it by our office at

106 E. Washington, Owensville.



Troutt & Sons, Inc.
Serving Your Outdoor Recreational Needs for 46 Years

$14,200

St. James MO:  Exit 195 – Right on B Hwy – Right on CR 1000 • 18050 CR 1000
OPEN:  Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-Noon

800-843-9677 
www.trouttandsons.com

New 2020 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, .080 Gauge, rear cross seat, 
standard 40” deck, 2 Wyse seats, 2020 Mercury Jet 40 Fourstroke with big 
tiller, stainless steel impeller, fuel tank and battery and 2020 Rivercraft 4” 
Tube Trailer with spare, LED Lights, powder coat. Added options are available 
at additional costs.

New 2020 Blazer 1752 Custom Boat, .080 Gauge, rear cross seat, (2) 
18” livewells, Standard 40” front deck, 2 Wyse seats, standard console. New 
2020 Mercury Jet 40, remote, stainless steel impeller, fuel tank and battery. 
New 2020 Rivercraft 4” Tube Trailer, powder coated, LED lights, spare tire.   
Added options are available at additional costs.

your choice

Safes In Stock • Outboard Jet Drive Specialists 
• Open Boat Storage Available 
• Boat Fabrication & Welding Work

Fiberglass Gig 
Poles & Gigs

In Stock
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Owensville High School FFA trap team
James Bruckerhoff (photo left) shows off his hat full of holes. It is a tradition to shoot that students are allowed 
to shoot their hat after they hit 25 clay birds in a row. Lining up after a successful shooting match in Hermann 
are (from left) Connor Lang, Wesley Kandlbinder, Justin Roethemeyer, Mackenzie Madonna, and Bruckerhofft. 

Photos SUBMITTED
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Adam Monroe

Jack McQueen

PRE-OWNED DEALS 
Great quality, right price

Ron Pringer

Alan Roberson
Business Manager

Bob Moritz

Daryl Kremer 
Business Manager

Robb Huot
General Sales Manager

‘09  FORD F-350
#M325A    
1 owner

$35,950

‘11 TOYOTA TACOMA
#M270A

$28,950
 SALE PRICE

‘06  CHEVY 2500 HD
#7474A

$19,950

‘08 JEEP WRANGLER
#L597B

$21,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 CHEVY 1500
#7477
V8

$19,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 GMC ACADIA SLT
#7491
13,000
 MILES

$34,950

‘12 CHEVY 3500 HD LT
#M020A    27,000 miles
DIESEL

$44,950

‘08 CHEVY COLORADO
#L302A    
LT

$17,950

‘12 FORD F-150 4WD
#M300A  1 OWNER   9,000 MILES

$36,950
 SALE PRICE

‘10 BUICK LACROSS
#7457  CXS 
        19,000 MILES

$25,950

‘09 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M355A
1 OWNER

$25,950
 SALE PRICE

‘11 CHEVY MALIBU
#7422

$17,950

‘09 CHEVY 2500 HD LT
M253A  40,000 miles
DIESEL

$38,950

‘04 CHEVY COLORADO
#7471A                            

$11,950

‘07 CHEVY 1500 4WD
#M049A
1 OWNER

$23,950

‘11 BUICK LUCERNE
#7447
CXL

$21,950

‘12 CHEVY 1500 LT
#M176A   1 OWNER  14,000 MILES

$27,950
 SALE PRICE

‘12 IMPALA’S
SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FROM
                                      6-8000 MILES

$18,950

Kent Travis

Dan WeibleTory Post

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

MSRP: $29,000

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE  SALE PRICE

 SALE PRICE

On Hwy 50 in Linn MO800-381-7904
Not responsible for errors.  Vehicles may be sold before publish date and are first come first serve.  
Prices good as of 03/05/13. See dealer for details.
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Call 888-540-1095 for your No-Obligation 
Price Quote from our Internet Department.

Your most important piece of gear 
is the one that gets you there!

614 Market Street  • Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113  •  www.HermannFord.com

Hermann Ford

Best Price
 Great Service
   Fast Turn Around

Bill Vogt
Certified Taxidermist

Bill’s Bucks & Beards

    Owensville, Missouri  • 573-437-5676
Specializing in Deer & Turkeys

Bringing Your Trophy to Life!
Bill’s Bucks & Beards

SERVING CENTRAL MISSOURI
Toll Free: 888-892-8587

State Certified    Local: 573-764-3407~573-764-2534

Septic Tank Pumping & Disposal

 DON’T GO INTO THE WOODS WITHOUT 
THE COMFORTS OF HOME.

Clean portable toilet 
FIRST ClaSS SERvICE FOR:
• Deer Hunters • Parks • Parties • Fairs• Weddings 
• Auctions • Construction Sites • Any Occasion

Certified by  Mo. dept. of HealtH ~ SerViNG CeNtral MiSSoUri

Celebrating 

20+ YEARS 
of Service

Candice Davis
Missouri Dept. of Conservation

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. – Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) wildlife 
biologists are spending time in the field tun-
ing their ear to the sound of quail coveys. 
A group of quail is called a covey. Quail 
form their coveys, as few as five birds to as 
many as 50, in late summer and stay together 
through the fall and winter. By listening to 
the calls, biologists can estimate the quail 
population in a particular area.

“If you think you’ve got quail on your 
land, now’s the time to know for sure,” 
said Kara McSpadden, a MDC private land 
conservationist. “Step outside about thirty 
minutes before sunrise and if they’re there, 
you’ll hear them calling to other coveys.”

MDC monitors quail populations on both 
conservation areas and on private ground 
in quail restoration landscapes throughout 
the state. One reason to monitor is to see if 
concentrated conservation efforts are mak-
ing a difference.  Also, having population 
trends on quail and any bird species over 
long periods of time gives biologists insight 
on how the species is doing in Missouri.  
McSpadden said the population surveys 

are used to set 
hunting limits 
and estimate 
hunting pros-
pects on con-
servation areas. 
MDC takes the 
data from fall 
covey counts on 
conservation ar-
eas and private 
lands across 
the state to an-
alyze popula-
tion trends over 
time.  Biologists 
can see where 
efforts are mak-
ing a difference 
and where they 
may need to re-
direct funding 
and staff time 
to a better use.

“When I hear multiple coveys calling on 
a survey site just before daybreak, it gives 
me hope,” she said. “Hearing a healthy 
population of calling quail tells me that 
hours of conversations with landowners and 

all the behind 
the scenes work 
we’ve done to-
gether to sign up 
for cost-share 
programs are all 
worth it.”

Quail, like 
most grassland 
birds are on 
the decline na-
tionwide, she 
said, adding 
that she hopes 
landowners are 
considering ar-
eas on their land 
where wildlife 
and native plant 
species can con-
tinue to exist. 

“If you only 
own a yard or a 
patio, you may 

not be able to manage for quail, but grow-
ing native plants will truly help our native 
songbirds and pollinators that are also on 
the decline,” she said. “If you wish to get 
involved, there are several organizations 

working to restore grassland bird habitat 
in Missouri including Quail Forever, the 
Audubon Society and the Missouri Prairie 
Foundation.”

McSpadden said as landowners get out 
to evaluate their resident quail, it’s helpful 
to know that it’s much easier to hear quail 
than to see quail. For their habitat, quail need 
plenty of areas that one might call ‘brushy 
and weedy’, she said, adding that she often 
asks landowners, “Do you have brushy and 
weedy areas on your property, or is your 
overall property neat and clean?”

Most of the time, areas that are neat and 
clean to the human eye are void of wildlife.  
Though quail are a “grassland” bird, grass 
is a bit of a misnomer. 

“Missouri’s traditional grasslands would 
have been dominated by a diverse mix of 
broadleaf plants like ragweed and wildflow-
ers, with patches of shrubs like blackberries,” 
McSpadden said.

However, if your land looks neat and 
clean, void of native Missouri grasses or 
wildflowers, there’s always time to turn some 
of it back to traditional habitat, McSpadden 
encouraged.

Quail coveys are calling, biologists are counting

Good habitat management practices are key 
to keeping bobwhite quail populations healthy.  
Photo by MDC Staff, courtesy Missouri Department 
of Conservation.

See Quail page 11B
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Enhances & Protects New - Used Trucks 
OEM Paint Code Color Match Available 
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

ALL-NEW, 
PREMIUM ROLL-
UP COVER WITH 

AN XTRA-LOW 
PROFILE

• Sprayed On Truck Liners
• Truxedo Lo Pro Tonneau Cover or
• RetraxPro MX Matt Alum. Bed Cover

coupon

$25 of
f

Good thru Nov. 30, 2019 • Limit 1 coupon. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount.

RetraxPRO MX
MATTE ALUMINUM BED COVER

The RetraxPRO MX retractable truck bed 
cover is part of our Premium Aluminum 
Series covers. The Premium Aluminum 
Series covers are constructed from industrial 
strength aluminum slats that provide unsurpassed 
strength and ruggedness. The matte finish on the RetraxPRO 
MX provides incredible scratch resistance and adds style to your 
truck. The compact storage container features a unique spiral track 
system that prevents the cover from coming into contact with itself as it 
opens and closes. The operation of this cover allows it to always stay flush 
to the rails and creates a dependable seal to help keep the elements out 
and protect your cargo. The RetraxPRO MX has a sealed ball-bearing roller 
system that glides effortlessly along the rail with a convenient handle that 
eliminates the need for pull straps, Velcro, snaps or springs. The RetraxPRO MX is key lockable 
in any position that gives you unlimited flexibility in your hauling capacity.

FIND THE BEsT TRUCk ACCEssORIEs AT ACCEssORIEs UNLIMITED

OHS Hunting and 
Fishing club

Members of the OHS Hunting and 
Fishing club traveled last spring to 
Maramec Springs for some trout 
fishing. Included on the trip were 
(above from left) Sam Sellers, Paul 
Jahnsen, Hunter Engelbrecht and 
Nathan Abel. Tyler perkins (right) 
shows off a largemouth bass he 
caught after school last October 
at a local farm pond. Michael 
Steinbeck (below) holds a rainbow 
trout from the trip to Maramec 
Springs.

Photos SUBMITTED



River bottoms hold whitetails, especially 
in agricultural lands. Once the crops come 
down, whitetails flock to the cover of river 
bottoms during daylight hours to bed and 
browse. There might not be a more effective 
way for a couple of hunters to tag a buck 
during daylight hours than conducting a 
two man river bottom deer drive.

River bottoms are typically long, narrow strips of cover sandwiched between wide-open 
space and water. These woodland or brushy strips serve as key bedding areas. When deer 
are bumped or pushed in a river bottom, they’ll usually try to remain within the cover to 
avoid exposing themselves by running across open ground or swimming the river. This 
makes river bottoms especially productive locations for pushing deer in the direction you 
want them to move. 

An ideal location is a relatively rectangular strip of cover no more than a couple of 
hundred yards wide with a river on one side too large for deer to easily cross and a large 
expanse of open space, like a picked agricultural field or large pasture on the other. It 

River bottom 
deer drives are 

effective

DRIFTWOOD OUTDOORS

by BRANDON BUTLER

See River bottom page 9B

Hwy. 28 east • Owensville, MO • 573-437-4156
Open Daily 6 a.m. to 1 a.m.

All the Big Brands.
At Big Savings!

Check your local Owensville WalMart for 
all your hunting and fishing supplies:  
camouflage clothing, boots, deer lure, 

Rod & Reels, hooks, tackle boxes, 
stringers, all at the lowest prices and 

guns from Winchester, Browning, 
Weatherby, Remington, Henry and 

Mossberg. You name it we got it.

Also, check out our Firearms Special Order Catalog featuring over 
1200 additional models of guns, all at the low Walmart price.

$124Realtree 15 foot two-man 
ladderstand w/ Jaw system

$148Mossy Oak GameKeeper 
Diy Hunting-shooting 
stand Platform

                                    Remington Model 700, 
                            243 cal. youth, with scope ................$37900

                        savage axis Hardwood, 243, 30.06, 
                     308 or 270 cal. with scope ......................$34700

                        savage axis XP Camo 6.5, 
                heavy barrel with scope ...............................$36700

                           Cva wolf 50 cal.,  
                     Muzzleloader .........................................$16700
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I-44 • Exit 218
Bourbon, MO
573-732-5100

BourbonRV.com

Thanks For Putting Your 
Trust in us This Year!
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Fall Outdoors Firearm 
Safety
 With fall firearms season approaching, 

now is an ideal time to spend some time 
with your hunting weapons at the rifle 
range getting reacquainted with them.

Now is also the appropriate time to 
stress firearm safety and range etiquette.  
When handling firearms always remem-
ber the

10 Commandments 
of Gun Safety:

1. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.
2. Firearms should be unloaded when not in use.
3. Don’t rely on your guns “safety”. Treat every gun as though it can 

fire at any time, regardless of pressure on the trigger.
4. Be sure of your target and what is beyond it.
5. Always used correct ammunition.
6. If your gun fails to fire when the trigger is pulled, handle with care.
7. Always wear eye and ear protection when shooting.
8. Be sure the barrel is clear of obstructions before shooting.
9. Don’t alter or modify your gun.  Have it serviced regularly by a 

qualified gunsmith.
10. Learn the mechanical and handling characteristics of the firearm 

you are using before going afield with it.  Not all guns are the 
same.

Application for Membership
owensville gun club
Cost of membership is $70 ($50 membership fee and $20 annual maintenance fee, 
due each Feb.). To join fill out the form below with check payable to Owensville Gun 
Club and mail to Owensville Gun Club, P.O. Box 518, Owensville, MO  65066.

I certify by signature that I am at least 18 years of age, and that I can legally own, 
and or possess firearms as specified in all Federal, State and Local Laws. I Further 
agree to abide by all club bylaws and range rules.

Signature: _____________________________________________

DateD: _______________________  D.O.B. ___________________

name: ___________________________________________________

aDDreSS: _______________________________________________

City: ______________________________  State: ____________

Zip: _______________ phOne: ___________________________

Cell phOne: ____________________________________________
PLeaSe PrInT

shooting events include:
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, Vintage Rifle, 

m1 garand & m1 Carbine matches
For more information and a schedule of matches visit our 

web site at: www.owensvillegunclub.org.

tOtal Due fOr 
1St year - $70

reCeiveD By: ________________________  Date _____________

memBerShip apprOval Date: ____________________________
Maintenance Card Mailed __________________________________________________
Membership Card Mailed __________________________________________________

really doesn’t matter how long the strip of 
cover is, because you can break it up into 
manageable sections. You can start the 
driver at any point, and he’ll push the woods 
towards the stander. 

Since you expect the deer to stay in 
the cover, river bottom drives are one of 
the more effective ways for bowhunters 
to conduct a deer drive. To up the odds of 
pushing deer within bow range, select strips 
of cover to drive that are realtively narrow. 
With adequate shooting lanes, a bowhunter 
on stand should be able to cover a strip of 
timber 100-yards wide. 

To set up for the drive, first drop your 
stander off where they intend to stay on 
stand. Then the driver goes back to where 
he plans to begin the push. Once the driver 
reaches the stander, assuming the drive 
didn’t produce, you can repeat the process. 
This also makes it simple for switching up 
drivers and standers.

During the drive, you want the wind at the 
back of the driver. Ideally, the scent of the 
driver will push the deer towards the stander 
without ever actually seeing the driver. You 
don’t want to spook the deer into a panic that 
causes a full speed run. You want the deer 
moving slow when they reach the stander.

The driver should slowly but steadily 
move through the cover towards the stander. 
Avoid walking in a straight line and stay of 
well-worn trails. Deer don’t bed right next 
to the most heavily used trails. They’ll be in 

the thick briar tangles, next to large blown 
down trees and on top of any little rise that 
gives them a better view. Just proceed with 
a nice slow, steady zig-zag pattern through 
the cover, making sure to stop and stand still 
every few minutes. While you’re moving, 
many deer will hold tight to cover hoping 
you pass right on by without noticing them. 
But their nerves will likely get the best of 
them if you stop. That’s when they’ll bolt. 

Since most river bottoms are typically 
flat and the deer will be coming towards the 
stander from the direction of the driver, it is 
of the utmost importance that no firearms are 
fired back towards the driver. The stander 
must wait for the deer to clear them or be 
beyond them before shooting. 

Using portable treestands to elevate the 
stander affords a greater view, allowing 
the stander to see more deer. Use portable 
stands that set up and come down quickly. 
Climbing stands often work well in river 
bottoms where oaks, cottonwoods and other 
trees with few low limbs are found. 

Hanging out at camp or taking a nap 
during the mid-day might be nice, but if 
you really want to punch your tag, a river 
bottom deer drive is a productive way to 
take a midday buck.

See you down the trail…
For more Driftwood Outdoors, check out 

the podcast on www.driftwoodoutdoors.com 
or anywhere podcasts are streamed. 

River bottom • from page 8B
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I-44 Exit UU (North Side of Hwy)
2 Miles East of Cuba, Mo.

573-885-0052
www.gatorjetboats.com

Standard Equipment
• 350 Vortec GM Engine • Front and Rear Decks

• Carpet • Full Instrumentation
• Auto Bilge Pump • Bilge Blower • Paint
• Single Axle Trailer • Cooler / Live Well

• Running Lights • Fire Extinguisher/Paddle
• 12/24 volt Trolling Motor System

• American Turbine SD 309
• Pump Clean Out on Outside of Boat

Jet Pump Parts &
 Repair Available

Marine carpet & acc., Aluminum Welding & Fabrication

Get Your Boats Tuned Up
And Pumps Inspected This Fall
So They’re Ready For Spring!

We Repair All types of Aluminum Boats • Inboard Motor Repair  
• Boating Accessories • High Performance accessories

Give Us A 
Call today 
for New & 

Used Boats 
Available

“Customized 
Inboard Jets”

Watch our Facebook page for specials 

and show details 

Like us on Facebook to see
pictures and stay up to date on the 

latest news and specials!

If you know how to work a trail cam, 
you can start feeding deer corn in late 
September and see what bucks are using the 
area, and when they are passing through. 
Today’s trophy hunters know all about that. 
Those are the people who start giving you 
antler numbers which tell you what buck 
is a trophy and what isn’t. Even some of 
my close friends do that, and it is 
revolting to me, perhaps because 
of the way my dad raised me. He 
told me often that when a man 
hunts or fishes he should never 
look at a wild creature as a trophy. 

Dad said that all living things 
we hunt or catch should be con-
sidered valuable as a creation of 
God. If it doesn’t serve a purpose 
as such it should not be killed. Of 
course when I first started observ-
ing the ritual of deer hunting back 
in the 1950’s deer hunting had not 
been allowed for several decades. 
But those old outdoorsmen who 
came in Dad’s pool hall knew how 
to find and hunt bucks. No one 
would think of killing a doe!! Old 
Bill Stalder and Old Jim Splechter didn’t 
hunt bucks only because they were wanting 
trophies, they were wanting to leave does 
to raise all the fawns they could. 

Antlers were nailed to the barn or shed 
back then, the hides were tanned and used 
and every ounce of meat went on the table 
during the upcoming winter. Back then, no 
one was keeping records and no antlers were 
valuable, no matter what size they were. I 
remember talking to a city hunter just a few 
years back who told me how the Missouri 
Department of Conservation had “brought 
back the deer and turkey.” 

I told him the MDC had never stocked 
one deer or one turkey, and I know because 
I was there. It was the biologists, (who never 
called themselves that) of the Missouri Con-
servation Commission who did that. They 
started stocking whitetail deer well before 
I was born, and the men who started it and 
carried it out are forgotten people, most of 
them dead many years. Today’s deer hunt-
ers owe them a debt of gratitude, but their 
names are long forgotten. 

By 1960 they were still stocking wild 
turkey, and as a 12- year-old boy, I re-
member seeing some of that as they were 
stocked on the Big Piney and on a local 
landowner’s forested land. The landowner 
who worked with those MCC people was 
Nolan Hutcheson. Landowners like Nolan 
made it happen and they respected the Mis-
souri Conservation Commission and what 

they were doing.
Today there are lots and lots of really big, 

measurable ‘”Trophy Bucks” in the Ozarks 
and those game cameras and modern tree 
stands make them much, much easier to kill 
than those that Ol’ Bill and Ol’ Jim took 
every fall. Now we have another device 
that makes it even easier. 

I have a good friend from Wisconsin by 
the name of Al Narveson who hunted deer 
with a bow in cornfields where the corn 
was still standing. He told me once that 
big bucks in September would get in the 
middle of those cornfields and bed down 
in the afternoon and he would sneak down 
the rows with his bow, into the wind, and 
often walk right up on them. It took lots of 
walking but he killed a lot of bucks that way.

Today all that is simplified by using 
drones to fly over the corn and film what 
is in it. You can pinpoint bucks that way, 
then sneak up on them. I don’t know if any 
Ozark hunters do that yet, but it is coming. 
Drones will make late-season hunting, af-
ter the leaves are gone, so much easier… 
especially with a skiff of snow. Bedded 
down deer in thickets will show up like an 
unpeeled potato in a platter of gravy. And 
you can figure out just how a buck will 
“score” and how to go after him. A Boone 
and Crockett set of antlers could be yours 
with such a drone. Knowing what kind of 
men Davy Crockett and Daniel Boone were, 
I’ll bet they’d raise heck with their names 
being associated with many of the ‘trophy 
hunters’ of today.

I have killed my share of the kind of 
bucks those kind of hunters want. I have 
long known that I could go up to northern 

If Boone had only had a drone or a 
trail camera

Outdoors in the ozarks

by LARRY DABLEMONT

See Dablemont, Page 11B



Rosebud Tractor 
& Equipment 
Company
241 Hwy. 50
Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3393

RTE 
of Linn

1325 Main Street
Linn, MO 65051

573-897-2249

How do you top the MECHRON® 2200PS with power steering, that tough, 
dependable workhorse, that legend of the land? By adding a row, of course. 
Presenting our all new MECHRON® 2240 – Power steering. 22 HP diesel engine. 56” 
wide cargo bed. And two rows of seating. Your whole crew will love it. Learn more 
about the MECHRON® UTV Series at your authorized KIOTI Tractor Dealer.  

$1000
UP TO

Cash Back*
0%    72UP TO

Financing* Months

Kioti.com

UTV
MECHRON

*Offer available October 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019.  Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined 
in promotional program. Additional fees may apply. Pricing, payments and models may vary by dealer.  Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the 
program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior 
purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. Pricing in USD. © 2019 
KIOTI Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.
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Manitoba and take antlers in a habitat where no trees 
grow higher than 15 feet. There are bucks there like 
no one in the Ozarks has seen. What a hunting device 
a drone would be there. But when I am there the deer 
just do not interest me as much as the incoming ducks 
and geese. 

I will hunt no more deer. I will hunt ducks while 
the woods is filled with blaze orange. Part of that is 
because I know a lot about the TSE disease spreading 
through deer herds. But too, sitting in a deer stand for 
hours and then working your butt off to dress and drag 
out a buck gets old as I get old. I would never ever 
take a deer to a processing plant, so I spend most of 
an afternoon cutting one up and grinding up what 
won’t make steaks. 

Deer season sometimes kept me from some great 
fishing in past years, or from pheasant hunts back in 
the days when southern Iowa still had some cover and 
some birds; and as to watching deer, or killing one, I 
can do that a hundred yards behind my house. I can 
tell you this; nothing in the woods in mid-November 
can compare to the sight of mallards on cupped wings 
over a block of decoys.

Finally I have finished the book I have worked on 
for so many years, entitled, “Recollections of an Old-
Fashioned Angler.” It is being printed this week. I am 
numbering and signing the first 100 of those books 
to come off the press, and will inscribe one to you if 
you’d like. The book is 40 chapters, 288 pages and 
dozens and dozens of old photos. To get your copy, 
call 417-777-5227 or email me at lightninridge47@
gmail.com Write to me at Box 22, Bolivar, Mo. 65613 
You can see the front and back covers of the book on 
your computer at larrydablemontoutdoors.

Dablemont • from page 10B

Recollections  
of an 

Old-Fashioned 
Angler

By 
Larry 
Dablemont

In early October, late in the day, or on a bright May morning, it is a place I don’t want to leave. 
The water is clear and cool. Hen wood ducks shriek as they take to flight, and wild turkeys fly 

across the river to a hillside where they like to roost. It is a place for beaver and mink, for bullfrogs 
and green herons and kingfishers… and big smallmouth. The place takes me back to my childhood, 
when life was perfect and simple and all a kid needed was a cane pole and a bobber, a wooden 
johnboat and sassafras paddle.  If all you caught was a black perch or a goggle-eye or even a ‘yeller 
sucker’, it didn’t matter, you had caught something and you could take it home for supper.  But you 
always knew they were down there, black-bellied, slab-sided, frog-eaters, skulking in the dark green 
depths below that great gray and white bluff, and you knew someday you’d catch one… someday!  
That’s what I was after! But what I found, always, was a peace and contentment and joy that was 
way   above what some call happiness. It made me feel as if I was the luckiest kid in the world. And

    no matter where I am fishing today I still feel a lot like I did 
            then, decades ago. I’m in a place I do not  want to leave.
                These memories I have are worth more than anything 
                      I own. I would like to share  some with you. 

      Larry Dablemont

Front cover of Larry Dablemont’s new book. To 
get your copy, call 417-777-5227 or email lightnin-
ridge47@gmail.com.

“Good quality habitat takes management, but you don’t 
have to be a rocket scientist to manage for quail,” she said. 
“You just need to first have or create those brushy and weedy 
areas on your property, then you can either burn or disk them 
every two to three years.”

For cattle farmers, converting just ten percent of pasture 
to native warm season grasses and allowing patches of brush 
to grow will help quail. For most landowners in Missouri, a 
reduction of mowing and bush hogging will do tremendous 
things for wildlife habitat. 

McSpadden said there are several conservation areas where 
people can see or hear quail and get a look at what quail habi-
tat looks like, including Crowley’s Ridge Conservation Area 
(CA), Maintz CA and Sand Prairie CA. Landowners can also 
learn habitat management techniques and find a private land 
conservationist to work with at www.mdc.mo.gov/property. 
Information on quail in Missouri can be found in MDC’s on-
line field guide at https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/
field-guide/northern-bobwhite-bobwhite-quail.

Quail • from page 6B



234 E. 1st Street
Hermann, MO 65041

Ph: 573-486-2266
www.HermannWursthaus.com

Proprietors:  
Mike & Lynette SloanCustom Deer 

ProCessing

Over 45 years of experience 

in sausage making 

and meat processing.

Complete Deer Skinning, Processing 
& Sausage Making plus… 

•	Bratwurst 
•	Summer Sausage/Salami, 
•	 Jerky & Snack Sticks,
•	Slice and Eat Sausage, 
•	Peppered Sweet Bologna,
•	Summer Sausage w/Jalapeño and   

Cheese
•	Many other award winning deer 

sausages
•	Hickory-Smoked Deer Ham
•	Venison Bacon
SAMPLES AVAILABLE WHEN YOU BRING IN 
YOUR DEER FOR PROCESSING. 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED.

Come enjoy the “Best of the Wurst”
Mon-Thurs. 9:00aM To 4:30pM

Fri. 9:00aM To 6:00pM

saT. 8:00aM To 6:00pM

sun 8:00aM To 2:00pM

ExtEndEd Hours during 
riflE sEason nov. 16-26.

All sausages and bratwurst are handcrafted in-house by three-time Hall of Fame Wurstmeister Mike Sloan. 
Wurstmeister Mike has won more than 500 national, state and regional awards; including 14 best of show 
honors and 29 International awards from the German Butcher’s Assoc. in Frankfurt, Germany.

Saturday & Sunday 8-10:45 
am!	Includes	Belgian	Waffles,	
scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, 
hash browns, award-winning pork 
sausage, grand champion bacon, 
and a drink included. 

All You CAn eAt 
Wurst BreAkfAst

$1099


